
Working Together for Health, Education and Peace in the DRC

Vision:  
To promote community development in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC) through health work, education, and 
relationship-building between the people of the U.S. and the DRC.

Objectives:
● Provide financial assistance for education and job skill 

development of Congolese youth impacted by the ongoing 
conflict in the DRC

● Facilitate access to health care for the communities of South 
Idjwi Island, with special programs for women and children

● Organize exchanges between the USA and the DRC to raise 
awareness and build solidarity

Context:
The DRC is in the middle of a long political and economic crisis caused by repeated wars and armed 

conflicts. The principal victims of this violence and instability have been women and children. In spite of the 
DRC’s ratification of the UN Conventions on Women’s and Children’s Rights, women have been and continue 
to be raped and sexually exploited by militias, while children are recruited to fight as soldiers. Many studies 
from the DRC have found these practices to have reached the level of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Accomplishments:
● Mwendo Congo raised funds to buy sewing machines and other 

materials for 10 graduates of the Let Africa Live (LAV) tailor 
training program in 2015. These "reinsertion kits" equip 
graduates to start their own businesses.

● Land on Idjwi Island has been purchased and dedicated to the 
purpose of promoting health in the community. A local 
organization has been formed around this initiative with the 
ultimate goal of building a hospital for this underserved 
community.

● Over $55,000 of a $70,000 goal to build dormitory housing at LAV has 
been raised. When completed, this space will house 20 female students 
and their children.

● We have submitted a global grant application to The Rotary Foundation 
for the purchase of a 28-passenger water taxi.  The boat will transport 
pregnant women to hospitals for skilled medical care, bring health 
professionals to South Idjwi island to teach and heal, and generate 
income to support on-going health work.
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Key Resource People*

Dr. Edwige Mubonzi is a general practice medical doctor from the DRC.  After graduating from medical 
school, she worked at Panzi Hospital, treating female victims of rape in the ongoing civil conflict.  Dr. Denis 
Mukwege, Nobel Peace Prize nominee, was her medical director and mentor in that work.  

Pastor Kubisa Sosthene Muzenende is the founder of Let Africa Live (Laissez L’Afrique Vivre or “LAV” in 
French), a non-governmental organization providing job skills training and psycho-social support to victims of 
war.  LAV has provided training to over 3,000 youth since its founding in March 2000.

*Dr. Mubonzi, Pastor Muzenende and other Mwendo Congo members speak regularly about issues in the DRC and the work of 
Mwendo Congo.  To learn more about our speakers, please visit the “About Us” section of www.mwendocongo.org.
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Opportunities

LEARN / EDUCATE:  Visit the Mwendo Congo website. Invite members of our speaker’s bureau to your 
school, club, place of worship, house meeting, etc. Tell others about the situation in eastern Congo. E-mail us 
with questions and requests!

ADVOCATE: Visit the “Advocacy” page on the Mwendo Congo website to find information on how conflict 
minerals contribute to the continuing violence in the DRC. There are also resources on how to buy conflict free 
and how to contact your representatives.

GIVE:  Mwendo Congo is a 501(c)3 organization, so your donation is tax deductible to the fullest extent under 
the law. Checks can be made out to Mwendo Congo and sent to Mwendo Congo, 1620 Aquila Ave. N., Golden 
Valley, MN 55427. Or you can give on-line using your credit card at www.mwendocongo.org/donate/ (all 
on-line donations incur a small charge through paypal).

We look forward to hearing from you!

Testimony From a Sewing Machine Recipient  in August 2016

Jan. 2017

“I was neglected in my life. One day I became pregnant and the father 
rejected the child. I was 16. I had to return home. I started trying to figure 
out how to make a life for myself and that is when I heard about LAV. I 
finished my training at LAV in tailoring, and I received a sewing machine. I 
have been working ever since, and I have been able to earn enough money to 
take care of my child. In my workshop I have started training three other 
girls. I pray to God that if I continue I will be able to have a bigger 
workshop and help more people. My message for people in the United States 
is to say thank you, and that I am very happy, because today I am no longer 
poor like before and I am able to take care of the needs in my life.


